
Demographic Statistics - 2017 

The following statistics are used to help us understand population and how it impacts our lives 

now and in the future.  It can help us make decisions and it helps us assess conditions for 

countries around the world. 

Birth Rate – A number that displays the average number of births per 1000 people in a 

population. (Ex. a birth rate of 7.0 means that, on average, 7 babies will be born in a year from 

a random grouping of 1000 people). 

Angola 44.20 
Niger 44.20 

 (28 of top 30 in Africa) 

Canada 10.30 (190th) 
World 18.6 

Japan 7.70 
Slovenia 8.20 

South Korea 8.30 

 

Total Fertility Rate (TFR) – Calculates the average number of children that a woman will have in 

her “child bearing years” (more accurate then birth rate because it only considers women). 

Niger 6.62 
Burundi 6.04 

Mali 5.95 

Canada 1.60 (183rd) 
World 2.33 

Singapore 0.82 
Taiwan 1.12 

South Korea 1.25 

 

The poorest countries in the world have the highest birth rates and TFRs.  Chat with a partner 

and try to brainstorm the reasons as to why this might be.  Jot your ideas down here: 

 

 

 

*** Note that a TFR of 2.1 is considered replacement level.  A TFR below that indicates a 

naturally declining population. 

Median Age – this number is the age that divides a population into two numerically equal 

groups.  For example, a median age of 30 means that half the population is younger than 30, 

and half is older than 30.  This number has a large implication on our lives and the decisions 

made by government. 

Japan 46.9 
Germany 46.8 

Italy 45.1 

Canada 42 (30th) 
World 30.1 

Niger 15.3 
Uganda 15.7 

(28 of bottom 30 in Africa) 

 

*** This number helps us determine a country’s dependency load (people under 14 and over 

65).  People in this category do not work and require support from the State or others.   



Death Rate – A number that displays the average number of deaths per 1000 people in a 

population. (Ex. a death rate of 7.0 means that, on average, 7 people in a random group of 1000 

people will die in a year.) 

Lesotho 15.00 
Lithuania 14.60 
Bulgaria 14.50 

Canada 8.70 (73rd) 
World 7.89 

Qatar 1.50 
United Arab Emirates 1.90 

Kuwait 2.20 
 

Chat with a partner and brainstorm factors that would explain why a country has a high death 

rate.  Record your ideas below: 

 

 

Rate of Natural Increase (RNI) – subtracts death rate from birth rate and gives you a number 

that indicates how many more (or less) people there will be from a random grouping of 1000 

people after one year. 

What is the RNI for Canada according to the statistics given?  ____________ 

 

Immigration & Emigration Rates – measure how many people come to and leave a country out 

of a random grouping of 1000 people.  Just like birth and death rates, you can add them 

together to come up with the net migration rate (NMR). Canada’s NMR is 5.66 

Population Growth Rate – refers to RNI + NMR and gives you an idea of how fast or slow a 

population is growing or declining per 1000 people. 

What is the population growth rate for Canada according to the statistics given? ___________ 

 

Life Expectancy – refers to the average age a person can expect to live in a country. 

Japan 85 
Singapore 85 

Iceland 83 

Canada 81.9 (19th) 
 

Chad 50.2 
Guinea-Bissau 50.6 
Afghanistan 51.3 

 

Chat with a partner and brainstorm factors that you think most greatly impact life expectancy: 


