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Important Concepts

Land Value

 Land in Canada is either privately owned by individuals or 

organizations, or it belongs to the government (crown 

land).

 The value of land is based on its location, quality, and 

“improvements” (access to services, buildings, etc). 

 Generally the most valuable land in a city is in its 

downtown (CBD or Central Business District).

 What might impact the value of land?

>                                              >

>                                              >



Zoning

 City governments pass bylaws that control the type and 

amount of development in an area.

 This also includes building codes etc.

 These rules allow the city to control the lay out of a city.

 Imagine a bar opening up beside your house – zoning protects 

you from that!

 Zoning laws can be changed 

through a process that includes public 

hearings, but it is not easy!





Types of Urban Land Use

FOR AN AVERAGE CITY:

 Residential  =    40%

 Transportation =     32%

 Public Buildings      =     10%

 Open Space / Rec   =     7%

 Industrial =     6%

 Commercial =      5%



Residential

 Includes all the places where people live.

Residential Density

 The number of housing units per hectare.

 Is dependent on the value of land.

HIGH DENSITY = Large apartment buildings and 

condo complexes.  This is because land is very costly, 

enough income must be generated to cover costs.

MEDIUM DENSITY = townhouses, low rise apartments

LOW DENSITY = single family homes and duplexes.  

This is because land is cheaper.



 Old neighbourhoods sometimes lack driveways and 

garages and are often tightly packed.

 Because land is becoming more expensive, most newer 

developments have smaller lots so more homes can be 

built on less land.



Transportation Land Use

 Includes roads, highways, rail, bike paths, and facilities such 

as airports, stations, and parking lots.

Public Buildings Land Use

• Schools, hospitals, gov. 

offices and services



Open Space / Recreation Land Use

 Includes vacant land, nature preserves, cemeteries, parks, 

playing fields, arenas, golf courses, and community centres.



Industrial Land Use

 Includes warehouses (storage) and factories 

(manufacturing and processing).

Can be broken down into three zones:

a) CBD Industries

 Typically are older operations – located in CBD in early 

part of 20th century because:

 Needed to locate close to labour (no cars)

 Import/Export relied on river, ocean, or rail, not 

highways.

 Buildings tend to be many stories to maximize space on 

high value land.



• Many of these industrial areas have become run down and 

depressed as industries have moved to reflect modern 

needs.

•Today, these areas are the target of urban revitalization.  

Old factories used as condos, art space, restaurants etc. (ex. 

the Exchange, Waterfront)



http://www.flickriver.com/photos/manitobamap

s/3899914667/



2) Ribbon Industries

 Found along major transportation routes radiating 

from the city centre.

3) Industrial Parks

 Large areas in the suburbs with many industries.

 Land is cheaper and industries can have larger lots.

 Parks are linked to highways and other infrastructure.





Commercial Land Use

 Includes activities linked to the buying and selling of 

goods (retail, banking, business)

 The location of commercial zones and the type of 

businesses found in a city has to do with threshold 

population.

 Similar to industry, most retail businesses used to locate 

in the CBD, today they have moved to suburban malls or 

regional shopping centers (“ box stores”)

 The remaining businesses in the CBD have either closed 

or had to try to exploit niche markets.









Urban Sprawl

 Refers to the outward growth of cities as people move to 

comfortable new suburbs.

 Began approximately in the 1950s with the growth in 

ownership of vehicles.

 Has led to several problems in Winnipeg:

 Increase in traffic, pollution, and road condition (more 

cars, travelling greater distances)

 Difficult to link up these areas with public transit.

 Sharing of water and sewage services with RMs?

 Destruction of prime agricultural land.

 Depressed inner city areas.







Downtown Revitalization

 The following problems have plagued Winnipeg over the 

last few decades, with some attempted solutions:

Urban sprawl >

Old and vacant buildings  >

 Increased crime  >

Congested roads >

 Limited parking  >

 Lack of attractions >

Out of date  >

Not accessible  >


