
History 32S IB Local History Tour Assignment 

Before the Trip 

1. Review the ArcGIS map of our tour to get a preview of where we are going.  The green flags indicate 

places where we will stop or drive by.  The red flags are other areas of interest that we won’t have 

time to see.  If you click on the flags it will give you information on the location as well as links.    

Map URL: https://arcg.is/juOzX  

 

2. Form a group of classmates (3-4 per group). Make sure at least one person has a phone that can 

take pictures on the day of the trip.  You will need to upload them to a presentation later. 

 

3. Download the app called “Upper Fort Garry”.  This app goes along with the new Provincial Park 

established at the site of Winnipeg’s most important fur trade era fort.  The “Map” section describes 

the location and purpose of the buildings that existed.  The “Stories” section goes into some of the 

reasons why it is an important place.  The “Wall” section interprets the various parts of Manitoba’s 

history depicted on this physical timeline that includes music, sounds, and lights. 

 

Task 1:  Based on what you have read, write a brief paragraph (4-6 sentences) on why Upper Fort 

Garry is important to Winnipeg’s history.  This text will be included in your final presentation. 

 

Task 2: Select one of the buildings or a portion of the wall.  In a brief paragraph (4-6 sentences), 

identify it and explain the history behind it.  This text will be included in your final presentation. 

 

4. Task 3: Do some research on the following people.  Your best site is the “Memorable Manitobans” 

of the Manitoba Historical Society website. Select the one you are the most interested in and write a 

short biography (do not copy and paste) by including the most relevant information as to why we 

should remember them.  It should be a paragraph of 4-6 sentences. In most cases you will be visiting 

their gravesite (if buried at Kildonan Church).  If name is in italics they are buried elsewhere but are 

relevant to the history of this period.  You will be including this text in your final presentation. 

 

• Alexander Ross (b. 1783) 

• William Ross (b. 1825) 

• Hugh Polson (b. 1806) 

• Alexander G.B. Bannatyne (b. 1829) 

• Neil Campbell (b. 1847) 

• John Henderson (b. 1841) 
 

• George F. Munroe (b. 1849) 

• John Sutherland (b. 1821) 

• John Pritchard (b. 1777 ) 

• Miles Macdonell (b. 1767) 

• John Inkster (b. 1799) 

• Albert Brazier (b. 1868) 

 

5. Familiarize yourself with the Microsoft app called “Sway” (available on your Office 365).  You’ll be 

using the “portfolio” template to create a presentation on your tour by including pictures from the 

trip as well as your pre-trip research and the history that you learned on site. 

 

https://arcg.is/juOzX
https://arcg.is/juOzX


During the Trip (Depart from school at 8:30 AM) 

Stop 1 – Kildonan Presbyterian Church and Cemetery (Depart by 9:10 AM) 

▪ Please be respectful as you tour the grounds.  If you have done research on someone who is 

buried here you need to find them and take a picture.  There is a map near the entrance.  In 

general, the graves we are looking for are the oldest and are nearest to the church within the 

original stone walls.  They often named their children after themselves so use the DOB to ensure 

you are at the right marker. 

 

▪ Jot down three observations or interesting facts that you have learned from your visit here. 

 

 

 

 

During the drive…… 

▪ We are driving along Main Street which was essentially a road that marked the end of the 

settlers’ plots which ran to your left in long strips to the river. To your right was mostly used to 

graze animals or for hay.  This area had been picked by Miles Macdonell because a forest fire a 

few years previous had cleared most of the trees, making the job of turning the land into farms 

easier.  The settlers harvested wood from our side of the river.  Once they cleared our side and 

the population grew, people started to settle along what we now call Henderson Highway, but 

that was not until later in the 19th century. 

▪ You will also see Kildonan Park to your left which was donated to the City by the family of 

settlers.  Inside the park there is a monument to Chief Peguis who was the local Salteaux leader.  

He plays a very important part in the early colony and without his help the first settlers would 

have perished. 

Stop 2 –Inkster House and Battle of Seven Oaks Site (Depart by 10:00 AM) 

▪ Inkster House is now the location of the Seven Oaks Museum.  You can visit there if you are 

interested in what life was like in 19th century Winnipeg.  Inkster was a prominent member of 

the community and had done fairly well for himself, as you can tell by his home. 

▪ The battle site has information panels as well as a monument. You may want to take pictures so 

you can answer some of the questions that come next. 

 

a) Explain the view of the HBC on the purpose of the settlement 

 

 

 

 



b) What was the view of the NWC of the settlement?  How did Miles Macdonell impact their 

feelings? 

 

 

 

 

c) Describe what happened at this spot in 1819. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) What event helped to ease the tensions that had exploded here? 

 

 

 

During the drive…………. 

▪ You will see St. John’s Park to your left.  Tucked just to the north of here is St. John’s Cathedral, 

the first Anglican Church west of the Great Lakes.  Along with Kildonan Church (Presbyterian) 

and the St. Boniface Cathedral (Catholic) it served the early colonists.  Before Kildonan Church 

was built all English speakers attended services here.  It’s cemetery as many prominent 

Manitobans buried there. 

▪ We will be passing Ross House (now a museum) which is the oldest surviving home in Winnipeg.  

Next to it are several monuments to early Ukrainian immigrants as well as the location where 

Miles Macdonell planted the first wheat crop in the Red River colony. 

 

Stop 3 – CPR Station (Depart 11:00 AM) 

▪ To your right will be the CPR station, our cog in the great coast to coast railway.  This beautiful 

building is now used as offices for many indigenous businesses and services.  King George VI 

arrived here in 1939 which was the scene of great pomp and ceremony.  Chances are your 

relatives exited these doors and set foot in Winnipeg for the first time if they immigrated before 

World War II.  Notice all the hotels in this area.  They aren’t really hotels today, but they existed 



to serve railway passengers.  Beside the station was the Royal Alexandra Hotel, one of the most 

beautiful hotels in western Canada.  It all disappeared when the railway became less important. 

 

Stop 4 – Fort Douglas site, Scots Monument, Hell’s Alley, 1919 Marquee, NW Rebellion Monument, 

City Hall, Union Tower, Old Market Square   

▪ What is the significance of Fort Douglas? 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Why do you think they have done so much work to transform this area and commemorate the 

strike? 

 

 

 

▪ List three things you learned about the Winnipeg General Strike from the 1919 Marquee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch in the Exchange (12:15 PM – 1:15 PM) 

 

On the drive……. 

▪ We are driving through Portage and Main, Canada’s most famous intersection.  Notice the large 

and beautiful banks.  These were built when Winnipeg was seen as the gateway to the west and 

the economic engine of the region.  We were billed as the “Chicago of the North”. 

Stop 5 – Upper Fort Garry Provincial Park and Union Station (Depart by 2:00 PM) 

▪ Explore this beautiful park and all it has to offer.  Make sure to get pictures of the location that 

you researched before the trip. Check out the interactive wall that depicts the history of 

Manitoba. 



▪ We’ll stroll through Union Station which was built by CN (the competitor of CPR). It is still in 

operation and is similar to the CPR station with a beautiful lobby and entrance way. It also has 

displays that depict the history of the station. 

 

Stop 6 – the Forks (Depart by 2:50 PM) 

▪ We’ll walk through the Forks, past the statue of Gandhi and the CMHR. This area is a National 

Historic spot. From the shores of the Red River we will look across to the remains of the St. 

Boniface Cathedral, the resting place of Louis Riel, and the oldest surviving structure in Manitoba 

(the St, B museum, once a convent). 

▪ We’ll walk along the trail and come up to the amazing Oodena Circle. It pays homage to the 

6,000 years of Aboriginal peoples in the area. Oodena, Ojibwe for “heart of the community”, 

features ethereal sculptures, a sundial, interpretive signage, a naked eye observatory and a 

ceremonial fire pit. 

▪ We’ll walk down the ramp that demonstrates the history of the Forks area, down to where the 

rivers meet. This is where our tour ends. Enjoy the market until our bus comes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After the Trip 

1) Complete a presentation of your field trip experience using Microsoft Sway’s “portfolio” 

template.  I want you to be able to share these with a potential audience.  How you format it is 

up to you, I just have a few requirements. 

• You must include pictures from the trip. 

• You must include writing: 

o Explanations of the pictures you include 

o Research on the “memorable Manitoban” 

o Research on Upper Fort Garry 

• It should be interesting and communicate the history you learned effectively to a new 

audience. 

• It must be shared with me on Office 365. 

 

2) Write a reflection on your field trip experience.  What did you like?  What did you not like?  Are 

you more interested in history?  Less?  I’m very interested in what you have to say!!!! 

 

  

 


