
Landforms Tour 

Overview 

 Using ArcGIS you will create a “story map” that tours the viewer around some interesting 

landform features and contains geographic information such as its location, how it was 

formed, and other insights.  You must have three “stops” on the tour and include at least 

one of the following: 

o A feature created by plate tectonics 

o A feature created by an alpine or continental glacier 

o A feature created by weathering, erosion, or deposition 

Instructions 

1. Decide on three landform features that you want on your tour.  Think of what we talked 

about in class and the locations from the videos. 

2. Go to arcgis.com and log in to your account (instructions for signing up were sent to 

your school email). 

3. Click on MAP on the top toolbar. 

4. Click on BASEMAP and select IMAGERY WITH LABELS.  This will give you a satellite image 

of the Earth’s surface with some labels and borders to help you locate things. 

5. Locate and zoom in on the landform feature that will be your first “stop”.  Zoom in to an 

extent that is best suited for showing what you want to show. 

6. Click on the ADD dropdown box and select ADD MAP NOTES. 

7. Name it Landform Features and leave the template as Map Notes 

8. You should now have a number of options for adding things to your map on the left side 

of the screen.  Feel free to play around with the options to see what you can do.  Then, 

use pins, arrows, or shading features to point landform features out on your map. 

It will likely help you to look at my map as an example.  There is a link on mr.fritzsche.com 

in your course section in “links”.  Or you can type in this URL: http://arcg.is/1XD1vb  

9. You need to include geographic information to the features you are pointing out using 

the map tools.  If you click on the pin, arrow, area (whatever you’ve added) you will 

have the opportunity to name it, write notes, include links, and include a picture.  This is 

where you should explain the feature, how it was formed, and any other relevant facts.  

See my example for inspiration! 

10. MAKE SURE YOU SAVE YOUR MAP – if you accidentally close the map or lose internet 

connection you’ll lose your work, so save frequently. 

11. Once you create a map for your first stop – repeat the process for the other two 

features.  Each one should be saved as its own map. 

12. Now is the time to create the map tour.  Go to your first map and click on the SHARE 

option on the top tool bar.  Click on CREATE WEB APP. 

http://arcg.is/1XD1vb


13. In the options on the left side – click on BUILD A STORY MAP and select the STORY MAP 

JOURNAL option.  Click on the blue CREATE WEB APP button.  Name your project. 

14. Follow the directions they give you.  Your “main stage” should be one of your three 

maps.  The “side panel” should be where you include pictures, links, and informations to 

outline the geography of your tour.  Again, see my example. 

15. When done the first page, you should be able to add two more pages, each one with the 

“main stage” as one of your three maps.  The main stage will automatically scroll to the 

correct map as you read the information on the side bar. 

16. Have fun and be creative!  Make sure you save often.  When you are done we will be 

able to share your work online. 

 

Assessment 

Big Idea 

- Students will understand the relationship between human and physical geography in 

the context of place, identity and global environment types and the importance of 

stewardship and sustainability in the preservation of the Earth’s complex 

environment.  

o Students will demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of plate tectonics, 

weathering, erosion, and deposition.  They will be able to correctly identify, 

locate, and explain landform features. 

 

1 (20%)  
Understanding Not 

Yet Demonstrated  

2 (40%)   
Limited 

Understanding  

3 (60%)  
Basic 

Understanding   

4 (80%)   
Good 

Understanding   

5 (100%)   
Excellent 

Understanding   

Enduring 

understandings 

have not yet been 

demonstrated- 

ideas do not yet 

reach the standards 

described in the 

following levels.   

Ideas lack focus 

and show a limited 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Knowledge is 

vague, not 

consistently 

accurate and lacks 

relevance and 

demonstrates very 

little critical 

analysis.  

Ideas are 

generally  focused 

showing some 

understanding  of 

the topic. 

Knowledge is 

somewhat detailed, 

accurate and 

relevant and 

demonstrates some 

degree of critical 

analysis.  

Ideas are 

clearly  focused 

showing a high 

degree of 

understanding  of 

the topic. 

Knowledge is 

detailed, accurate 

and relevant and 

demonstrates a 

high degree of 

critical analysis.  

Ideas are very 

clearly focused 

showing a very 

high degree of 

understanding of 

the topic. 

Knowledge is very 

detailed, accurate 

and relevant and 

demonstrates a very 

high degree of 

critical analysis.   

 

*** Students must have three appropriate examples and follow the directions correctly for full 

marks. 


