
The second group of Selkirk settlers,
consisting of Scottish people from the parish
of Kildonan and Helmsdale depart due to the

highland clearances as well. Their journey
was equally as problematic and dangerous as
the first group’s, with a disease called typhus
spreading on their ship, the Prince of Wales,

and killing their surgeon and two other
passengers. They faced many tribulations
which did not cease when they landed on

shore. The Captain had prematurely landed
due to panic, and they set foot on Fort

Churchill on the Churchill River instead of
York Factory, where they intended to land.
Several more people died there. After many

more problems and several hundred
kilometers trekked, they arrived at Red River

on August 15, 1814.

The Selkirk Settlers

May 30, 1811

Thomas Douglas, 5th Earl of Selkirk
wanted to help his people after the
Highland Clearances, so he and his
brothers-in-law purchased stock in
the Hudson Bay Company - enough

to negotiate land for a colony his
people can migrate to. He bought 116
000 square miles (74 240 000 acres)
of land in the Assiniboia territory.

He envisioned the land would
provide as home for the evicted

Scottish people and the people could
grow and supply food for the

Hudson Bay Company fur traders,
decreasing the need to export food
and goods to British North America

from Europe.
Led by Captain Miles Macdonell, the

first group of Scottish and Irish Selkirk
Settlers depart to Red River in the

Edward and Ann. Their journey was
long, dangerous and troublesome.

Many problems arose in the voyage,
with some men leaving and other men
joining them. They went through the

Hudson Bay and landed at York Factory
on September 24. They were behind

schedule, and they were unprepared to
bear the harsh Canadian winter,

resulting in some deaths. They finally
arrived at Red River on August 30,

1812, ~1 year from the day they
departed Scotland. Macdonell

established their campsite at the east of
the Red River (now St. Boniface)

Governor Miles Macdonell and other
settlers plant the first bushel of

wheat on Manitoban soil near what is
now Disraeli Bridge. This was the
beginning of the huge agricultural

areas of Canada’s Prairie Provinces.
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1750 - 1850

The Highland Clearances. Many waves of
Scottish people are evicted from their
Scottish Highland homes in order to

make room for sheep and cattle. People
are forced to flee to the Scottish

Lowlands, Canada, U.S.A and Australia.

Jun. 28, 1813



The Battle of Seven Oaks occurred. Métis
working for the NWC were passing by the

settlement. Robert Semple, the new
governor after Miles Macdonell was

arrested for his illegal proclamations, and
several other men confronted them at a
place called Seven Oaks. With tensions
rising between the two companies and
groups since Macdonell’s “Pemmican

Proclamation”, the confrontation turned
violent and guns were fired. Roughly 20

men from the settlement including
Semple were badly injured or were dying,

while the Métis only suffered one loss.
This incident quickly spread throughout

the country and was labeled the
“Massacre at Seven Oaks” by news

sources and the Métis were seen as "Half-
Blood Savages".

Present Day

Jan. 18, 1814

Jun. 19, 1816

1869 - 1870

Macdonell, concerned over the
amount of food for the rising
number of settlers arriving to

Red River, illegally issues a
proclamation to forbid the

export of food from his
settlement, including a food

called pemmican made of buffalo
meat. This angered the Hudson
Bay Company’s competitor, The

North West Company since
pemmican was used to fuel their

fur traders for their voyages.

The Selkirk Settlers did not take much part
in Louis Riel’s “Red River Rebellion”. They

thought the rebellion was treason and
participating in it would not be good for

them, and they were also loyal to the Crown.

Now, residents of Winnipeg are
familiar with the Selkirk Settlers
through the many street names,

schools and buildings named after
the settler families. These names

include Henderson, Gunn, McLeod,
Polson, Munroe, Miles Macdonell,

and many more! Many historic
monuments immortalizing these

Selkirk settlers are spread
throughout Winnipeg, including the
Old Kildonan Presbyterian Church,
built in 1852-1854 which still stands
today. The Church would have been

used by the settlers, and their
graves are also nearby.
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