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Section A: Identification and evaluation of sources  

 The research question that is being explored in this historical investigation is “To what 

extent were the Sans-Culottes responsible for the revolution turning violent after 1792?”. I will 

be focusing on the years 1792 and on when the violence became more intense in the French 

Revolution. The goal is to further the understanding on how the Sans-Culottes were responsible 

for the turning of the French Revolution. To explore this question, one must understand what 

caused the revolution and what the effects were that played on the violence. 

 Firstly, I will examine the book, The French Revolution published in 2004 by author, 

Laura Egendorf which investigates different aspects from the French Revolution and goes into 

depth on the massacres and the groups involved. This source is valuable because its purpose is to 

analyze the French Revolution and its key factors in depth. This source brings up every event of 

the French Revolution; from this information we can see the cause for the Sans-Culottes to create 

violence. The value of the content is that it summarizes all aspects of the French Revolution into 

one book and also gives different perspectives about why everything happened. The value of this 

source is it offers fact-based information which is intended to further the audience’s knowledge 

by reading this source. Another value of this source is that it includes excerpts and quotes from 

different authors who give their perspectives on the French Revolution instead of making it one 

sided and only including Egendorf’s perspective. A limitation of this source is that since it 

explains the whole French Revolution it does not go into full depth of each key event that 

happened and therefore limits the information on the Sans-Culottes.  
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 The second source I will be examining is an article “Violence in the French Revolution: 

Forms of Ingestion/Forms of Expulsion” written by Brian C.J. Singer in 19891. This article 

explains all the acts of violence that happened during the French Revolution. This source is 

valuable to some extent because its purpose is to mainly focus on all the violence in the French 

Revolution and does not go into much depth about the key violent events that took place in 1792 

and on. The content of this article is once again valuable to some extent because it explains the 

violence the Sans-Culottes were a part of and supports my research question, only giving one 

perspective. One value of this article is that its main focus is the violence of the French 

Revolution instead of focusing on everything that happened in the French Revolution which 

supports my research question. Another value of this article is that it includes excerpts from 

“Rude’s Populist History” which gives a different aspect on the violence that happened. One 

limitation of this article is that its focus is on one perspective which creates a bias to their 

perspective and therefore does not allow for all perspectives to be evaluated. With the bias being 

a limitation to my internal assessment it was a problem because when researching, the sources I 

found mainly all had the same bias limiting the number of sources to a minimum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, 
No. 1 ( Spring 1989)  
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Section B: Investigation  

Though the Sans-Culottes were well known as a barbaric mob, they often rebelled, which 

led to violent acts for their rights and also for their right to exist. The Sans-Culottes, who were a 

part of the third estate, wanted to create an impact to make things change which caused an uproar 

in the city. The Sans-Culottes wanted to be noticed and have a say in food prices and the 

essential commodities. While they wanted a voice in these demands, most Sans-Culottes were 

not involved in organised political groups2 so this did not allow for them have a voice to help 

make changes. The Sans-Culottes motives and aims were unclear because they were extensive. 

When the food prices got increased the third estate suffered the most, compared to the second 

and first estate. “The Sans-Culottes had their own reasons for engaging in street action and 

primary concerns were food shortages and high prices3”. When food and bread prices went up 

the third estate would starve for days on end just because they simply could not afford it. The 

Sans-Culottes responded in violent ways to events instead of creating or leading them. Even 

though the Sans-Culottes did not create or lead the events going on they responded in violent 

ways. Most of the time that the Sans-Culottes were violent was because they wanted to be 

noticed when their voice was not being heard.  

The Sans-Culottes were the working class of the French Revolution who were mainly 

identified by their clothing. Their demands were a popular democracy, and social and economic 

equality during this time. The main reason one of the demands was economic equality was 

because when King Louis XVI came into power, he destroyed the economic policies that were 

 
2 Jennifer Llewellyn and Steve Thompson, "The Sans-Culottes," Alpha History, (September 1, 2020),  
 https://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/sans-culottes/ 

 
3 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, No. 
1 (Spring 1989) 
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already in place. King Louis XVI increased tax rates, trying to make economic problems better 

which instead made them worse. The third estate was not happy with this and wanted to revert 

back to when he wasn’t the king, with the old economic policies in place. Even with these 

demands the Sans-Culottes were anything but cohesive which led to not following through with 

many of their demands and/or ending up achieving them with violence. All plans the Sans-

Culottes wanted to put in to action were always linked to violence. One demand the Sans-

Culottes wanted, in particular, was for the royal family to be arrested so that a constitutional 

monarchy could be established. The Sans-Culottes gained control of the city and planned the 

September Massacres and a bunch of other violent acts. The September Massacre was executed 

by the Sans-Culottes. 

 Were the Sans-Culottes responsible for the revolution turning violent after 1792? With 

whom the Sans-Culottes were and how they acted I believe that they were responsible for the 

turning of the revolution, and there was predicted violence from the start with being mistreated. 

The predicted violence was then proven with the use of violence and mobs when there was 

intimidation about political change that affected them in the worst of ways. One key turning 

point was the Sans-Culottes made their way to be the face of the revolution in the 1790s, by 

doing this everyone knew who they were and what they were all about. One key factor that 

followed them around was they focused on achieving all aims with violence4. All major violent 

acts that happened after 1792 in the French Revolution had the Sans-Culottes name involved in 

it, mainly because they were fighting to get noticed or standing up for their rights as the lower 

class. The Sans-Culottes are in a state of insurrection, crowds form on the streets5. Every time 

 
4 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, No. 
1 (Spring 1989) 
5 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, No. 
1 (Spring 1989) 
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the Sans-Culottes did not get a voice, or they felt like their rights got violated they would form in 

the streets and violence would outbreak. Wherever and whenever the Sans-Culottes were the 

other estates expected any sort of violence. 

Were the outbreaks of violence necessary for the Sans-Culottes? For them to defend their 

rights and the right to live, no they could have chosen a different way to deal with this. With the 

other estates not being associated to much violence at all it is not unlikely that the Sans-Culottes 

were to blame for the revolution turning so violent. When the Sans-Culottes wanted a 

constitutional monarchy, they did not stop until it came into place. They carried it out by 

executions and different violent acts6. Many more violent events happened such as the Attack on 

the Tuileries, the Sans-Culottes did not think they did enough to make an impact on not being 

noticed. Many people did not understand why the Sans-Culottes were so violent, but they used 

the disrespect they received to justify why they were so violent in the French Revolution. As 

stated previously, they were mistreated as part of the lower class. The other estates did not really 

have to work for much and they had a voice in all the government sayings where the third estate 

did not have much of a say, except at the Tennis Court Oath in 1789.  

The violence outbreaks from the Sans-Culottes did cause the turning of the French 

Revolution for the most part. After the end of March and the Hébertists liquidation this left the 

bloody mess of the Sans-Culottes from the terror7. This justifies my research question even more 

with saying that if the Sans-Culottes got mistreated, they responded with violence. In many 

cases, this was the only way they responded. “The Sans-Culottes had their own reasons for 

 
6

 Jennifer Llewellyn and Steve Thompson, "The Sans-culottes," Alpha History, (September 07, 2020) , 
https://alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/sans-culottes/ 

 
7 Egendorf, Laura K. The French Revolution. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, (2004), Pg. 107 

https://retsdca.sharepoint.com/sites/Section_110742/Student%20Work/Working%20files/Kaitlin%20Bulawka/IA%20First%20Draft/Jennifer%20Llewellyn%20and%20Steve%20Thompson,%20%22The%20Sans-culottes,%22%20French%20Revolution,%20September%2007,%202020,%20|PAGE|,%20accessed%20January%2023,%202021,%20https:/alphahistory.com/frenchrevolution/sans-culottes/)
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engaging in street action, reasons that were foreign to the interests of the bourgeois8” due to the 

unfairness between the bourgeoise and the third estate. Some of the higher-class Sans-Culottes 

were considered to be “petite bourgeoisie9” and still weren’t treated properly. Through studying 

the French Revolution, it was fairly obvious that the Sans-Culottes were angry because they 

caused mobs, outbreaks, and the civil wars between estates and the city. Though the Sans-

Culottes did have some reason to justify all of their outbreaks it still could not be justified fully 

because there could have been other ways to deal without being unnoticed. I argue that the other 

estates could have treated the third estate more fairly and this would have led too little to no 

violence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, No. 
1 (Spring 1989) 
9 Brian C. J. Singer “Violence in the French Revolution: Forms of Ingestion/ Forms of Expulsion” Social Research Vol. 56, No. 
1 (Spring 1989) 
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Section C: Reflection  

After conducting this investigation, it has made me realize how much harder it is to write 

a history paper on a specific topic. I learned that historians need to gather other sources to 

develop different perspectives when writing. During the French revolution any primary source 

the historians could have used would be heavily biased limiting the understanding of the 

situation as it only provides one perspective. Therefore, historians need to rely on personal 

information, like interviews and diaries. Even this can be somewhat limiting if the historian from 

the time was a part of a different estate and was brainwashed to see the third estate as something 

they weren’t. Hence it can be hard for historians at different times to remain unbiased when 

taking in primary sources and personal sources when writing. Another barrier that had to be 

taken into consideration is the language, for the historians studying the French Revolution. While 

I can only have a basic understanding of reading in French I had to mainly rely on translations of 

primary sources. Most times I couldn’t find the translations therefore making those primary 

sources useless to me. Even if the translation was to be found it takes away from the original 

primary sources real context and meaning.  

 One more challenge I came across was realizing how the three different estates had a 

huge role on why the third estate was so violent. Before conducting this internal assessment, I 

knew that one focus I had in mind to help me write this paper was the three estates, because even 

in our day and age there are still different rankings, and the lower ranking often becomes violent 

when being mistreated. After doing research I realized that some of the mistreatment to the lower 

classes was their fault, which I never fully realized until writing this paper. Thus, historians that 

are studying specific topics it is important for them to expand on the knowledge they already 

know and to get a full understanding of the information they do not have before doing research. 
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After finishing this internal assessment, it has made me made me fully aware that it is extremely 

important for the historian to consider all different perspectives and context. For example, when 

researching the Sans-Culottes and their violent acts, the historians need to consider the whole 

French Revolution to understand why the Sans-Culottes were as violent as they were. 
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