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Section I: Identification and Evaluation of Sources 

The question I am investigating is “to what extent was the Citizens’ Committee of One 

Thousand’s use of propaganda effective during the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike?” I will use 

primary sources such as newspapers and photographs to examine the Committee’s use of 

propaganda. I will cross reference these with secondary sources such as books and articles of 

historical analysis by modern historians to determine the effectiveness of the propaganda. 

First, I will analyze the secondary source Unbreakable: The Spirit of the Strike, a digital 

exhibit published in 2019. It is a collaboration project featuring content from Manitoba 

universities and archives, commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 1919 Winnipeg General 

Strike. This source brings together a multitude of primary and secondary sources, such as 

photographs, newspapers, and textual records. The project’s stated purpose is for other historians 

to use its collection as a starting point and database for further research about the topic. I used 

this source to learn about the Citizens’ Committee of 1000, specific facts and statistics about the 

group, what type of propaganda they used and how that propaganda affected the Strike. This 

source is valuable because it allows the public to access archives of primary sources that would 

not normally be available. A limitation of this sources is that, because it is a collaborative 

project, it can be difficult to determine the exact source of each article to better judge its 

reliability. However, the exhibit can still be considered valuable, as it does list all Primary and 

Secondary sources on a resource page. 

I will also examine another secondary source, a book titled When the State Trembled: 

How A.J. Andrews and the Citizens’ Committee Broke the Winnipeg General Strike, by Reinhold 

Kramer and Tom Mitchell, published in 2010. I used this source to learn about the Citizens’ 

Committee’s specific implementation of propaganda, which groups this propaganda targeted, and 

the Committee’s fear about a possible Bolshevik revolution. This source is valuable because it 

focusses on the successes of the Citizens’ Committee, which includes a large portion about their 

use of propaganda. This was extremely useful when conducting research. It is also valuable 

because it is a trusted and recognized source. Their work is quoted throughout many other 

reliable resources (including Unbreakable: The Spirit of the Strike). A limitation of this source is 

that many of Kramer and Mitchell’s sources consist of citations from newspapers. Since 

newspapers are a product of the societies in which they are produced, they can present a limited 



  

perspective. However, because the book was published in 2010 (making it recent) and both 

authors are professors at Brandon University, this resource can be considered valuable and 

reliable. 

 

  



  

Section II: Investigation  

Headline, June 5, 1919: “The Strike Committee’s Answer: Starve the Babies So the 

Aliens Can Get Back Their Jobs”1 This is one example of propaganda released by the Citizens’ 

Committee of 1000 during the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. The Winnipeg General Strike is 

considered to be the largest strike in Canadian history.2 On May 15, 1919 at 11:00 am, thousands 

of workers left their jobs to protest for better working conditions. The Committee of 1000, 

comprised of Winnipeg’s wealthy business and professional elites, were against the Strike and 

many feared it was the beginning of a Bolshevik revolution. The Committee’s goal was to stop 

the Strike, and their main method of deterring citizens of participating was through an abundant 

use of propaganda. The Winnipeg Citizen (a Committee of 1000 funded newspaper that was 

established 4 days after the start of the Strike3) reported an obviously biased view of the Strike’s 

events. This newspaper generated propaganda to discredit the strike and its leaders. This raises 

the question “To what extent was the Committee of 1000’s use of propaganda effective during 

the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike?”  

 First, the exact date of establishment of the Citizens’ Committee of One Thousand is 

unknown, but it was well organized at least two days before the General Strike began.4 The 

Committee was secretive; the extent and number of its membership remains unknown. Their 

wealthy status immediately gave them the upper hand during the Strike, as they had a better 

chance of economic survival. They aimed to end the Strike; they feared it represented the 

beginning of a Communist revolution. At the time, their fears were based upon an increase of 

immigration and the spreading of new ideals across the globe, sparked by the 1917 Russian 

Revolution. However, the Winnipeg General Strike was established to protest poor working 

conditions, and not as a Bolshevik revolt.5 Nonetheless, the Citizens' Committee frequently 

“ignored the strikers' basic demands for improved wages and union recognition, concentrating 

 
1 Winnipeg Evening Tribune. June 5, 1919, pg. 9 
http://1919strike.lib.umanitoba.ca/ 
2 Reilly, Nolan. “Winnipeg General Strike of 1919.” The Canadian Encyclopedia, 7 February 2006. 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/winnipeg-general-strike 
3 Unbreakable: the Spirit of the Strike. 16 September 2019  
http://1919strike.lib.umanitoba.ca/  
4 Unbreakable. 2019 
5 Reilly, “General Strike” 



  

instead on a campaign to discredit the labour movement.”6  Their use of propaganda (specifically 

circulated by The Winnipeg Citizen) degraded the Strike Committee and strikers, and like all 

propaganda, exaggerated errors in an attempt to decrease the strikers popularity. When the 

Citizens’ Committee was first established, they were known as “a group whose battle plan to end 

the strike was to frame it not as an exercise in industrial relations but as the seed of a global 

catastrophe.”7 The Committee of 1000 also arranged for volunteers to replace striking workers, 

therefore “helping to continue City services that the strike had cut off.”8 Furthermore, on May 

29, police were forced to sign a loyalty oath, forbidding them from striking. This agreement soon 

became known as the “Slave Pact.” Few police signed; many were dismissed. They were 

replaced with “Specials”, law enforcement units composed of private citizens and returned 

soldiers. Specials were partially recruited by the Committee of 1000. On June 21, a riot from 

strikers was met with the somewhat uncontrollable force of the Specials. Two people were killed 

and at least 30 were injured.9 This became known as Bloody Saturday. It was concluded that “the 

combined power of the government and employers crushed the strike. On 25 June, the Strike 

Committee announced a return to work and set the strike’s official end for the next morning.”10 

However, newspapers were not published on Sundays, “meaning that the events of the strike’s 

most pivotal moment […] were not reported until the following Monday in all Winnipeg 

papers.”11 

Second, newspapers made a significant contribution to the Citizens’ Committee’s success 

by “shaping and influencing the views of the public.”12 The Committee of 1000 used the 

newspapers as their main approach for dispersing propaganda. They were convinced that the 

Strike was organized by Bolsheviks and stated “if Bolshevism comes to Canada it will do there 

what it has done in Russia and what it seeks to do in Germany.”13 The threats of a Bolshevik 

 
6 “Winnipeg General Strike.” Canadian Museum of History. Accessed 27 November 2020 
https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/hist/labour/labh22e.html 
7 Jokinen, Tom. “What the Winnipeg General Strike Can Teach Us about Class, Capitalism, and Greed.” The Walrus, 
29 April 2019. 
https://thewalrus.ca/what-the-winnipeg-general-strike-can-teach-us-about-class-capitalism-and-greed/ 
8 Unbreakable. 2019 
9 Reilly, “General Strike” 
10 Reilly, “General Strike” 
11 Unbreakable. 2019 
12 Unbreakable. 2019 
13 Kramer, Reinhold & Mitchell, Tom. When the State Trembled: How A.J. Andrews and the Citizens’ Committee 
Broke the Winnipeg General Strike. University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing Division, 2010 



  

revolution throughout anti-strike supported newspapers were extremely successful. Their success 

grew to the point that in June 1919 “the headline in the New York Times […] read “Bolshevism 

in Winnipeg.”14 Much of their propaganda was targeted to spread fear around this idea. Many of 

the themes centred around “stateless chaos, with the threat of sexual violence thrown in for good 

measure.”15 Committee propaganda exaggerated errors, in an attempt to disparage the strikers. A 

specific example includes: “The cry for milk and bread [which] had quickly become a 

propaganda device, […] but [continued] (knowing quite well that milk delivery had been 

restored.)”16 When the workers first went on strike, milk delivery was interrupted for a few days. 

The Committee of 1000 saw this as an opportunity to place blame on the strikers for “Starving 

Babies”17 among other reasons. When the milk and bread delivery was re-instated, the Strike 

Committee gave people ‘placards’ for their wagon, that stated “Permitted — By Authority of the 

Strike Committee.”18 The Citizens’ Committee successfully used this to convince people that a 

Soviet-style government was taking control of the city. The result of this propaganda was a large 

increase of Citizen Committee supporters and the development of “a ‘volunteer citizen army.’”19  

Finally, how effective was this propaganda and fearmongering? In Louis Silverberg’s 

assessment of the Citizens’ Committee, “propaganda is not only a weapon used in conflict, [but 

also] a means of intensifying the conflict. It thus serves to prepare the ground for the injection – 

and justification – of violence into the dispute.”20 The propaganda used by the Committee of 

1000 was effective in the sense of unifying people against the Strike, mostly returned soldiers 

and wealthier, upper-class citizens. The Committee of 1000 propaganda was also used as a 

method of fearmongering. The projected fear of a Bolshevik revolution created a united front of 

support from upper-class citizens. However, the effect on the Strikers simply made them angrier. 

The Committee of 1000 wasn’t addressing concerns about poor working conditions. Instead of 

 
 
14 Berzish, Murphy. “Suppressing the Winnipeg General Strike: Paranoia or Preserving the Peace?” Manitoba 
Historical Society, Fall 2010. 
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/64/winnipeggeneralstrike.shtml#top 
15 Kramer & Mitchell, When the State 
16 Kramer & Mitchell, When the State 
17 Unbreakable. 2019 
18 Cherney, Bruce. “1919 Winnipeg General Strike — workers called for “living wage” and right to collective 
bargaining.” Real Estate News. 22 May 2009. 
https://www.winnipegregionalrealestatenews.com/publications/real-estate-news/843 
19 Cherney, “workers called for ‘living wage’” 
20 Kramer & Mitchell, When the State 



  

listening to the striker’s concerns, they placed the blame on immigrants and a perceived 

communist threat. A large portion of the Citizens’ Committee propaganda was targeted towards 

immigrants and racialized communities – groups that ‘stole jobs’ and therefore ‘should be 

feared’. The anti-immigrant sentiment was even successful “in changing legislation on June 6, 

1919, […] allowing for individuals born outside of Canada to be deported without trial”.21 June 

25, 1919 marked an official end to the Strike and employees returned to work. The strike did not 

mean a victory for the strikers, as their demands for fair and safe working conditions went 

unconsidered. However, this didn’t stop the Citizens’ Committee from continuing the spread of 

propaganda. Although their use of propaganda succeeded in creating a unified front against the 

strike, it ultimately failed to stop the strike before it was overtaken by violence. The Committee 

of 1000’s use of propaganda did not bring down the Strike, but it successfully created a unified 

front of wealthier citizens, raised tensions between Strikers and the general public, and offered 

overly biased views of the Strike to other parts of Canada.  

In conclusion, the Citizens’ Committee of 1000 used newspapers to distribute propaganda 

during the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. They were convinced the strike represented the 

beginning of a Communist revolution that would sweep across Canada. Their propaganda 

targeted ‘alien communities’ (immigrants) and exaggerated any small errors made by the Strike 

Committee. Ultimately the effect of propaganda in ending the strike was small, but it succeeded 

in unifying angry upper-class citizens, returning soldiers, and spreading fear through the general 

public. Their propaganda paired with the fact that they turned a blind eye to the Striker’s true 

concerns angered the striking employees, which led to riots. Furthermore, the Committee of 

1000’s use of propaganda gave a false view of the Strike to the rest of Canada and played a role 

in fearmongering for the country.  

   

 

 

 

 

 
21 Unbreakable. 2019 



  

Section III: Reflection 

 Through this investigation, I learned that historians must be cautious when analyzing 

sources. Many sources were comprised of facts and statistics based on media of the time, notably 

from newspapers. As this media is a product of the society in which it was produced, there is 

likely to be an extreme bias present. When evaluating sources, it is important to take that into 

consideration, especially when reviewing and analyzing a group’s specific use of propaganda. 

 Another thing I learned when doing research is that it is easier to research something that 

happened 100 years ago, compared to events farther in the past. Although there may be more 

interpretations of older historical events, researching an event that happened relatively recently 

in the past provided pictures and even some videos from the time. As well, documents have been 

well preserved, and many are still intact because there are not as old.  

From a historical standpoint, access to primary sources has benefits and drawbacks. If 

taken out of historical context, the implied biases may be missed. For example, during the Strike 

it was a known fact to many early 20th century Winnipeggers that the Winnipeg Citizen was a 

newspaper run by the Citizens’ Committee. But reading the same paper, 100 years removed from 

the community, may be misleading or provide one-sided opinions to historians. In this case, it is 

vital to always understand the historical context of the media being studied. Otherwise, the over-

exaggerated viewpoints and biases may be missed, resulting in an inaccurate representation of 

history. 
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